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They believe they have a mission from heaven to kill all the Mantchoos, and they certainly 
put this in execution as far as they can; and, without attempting to justify this practice, I 
believe that nothing short of driving the Tartars out of the country can make civilization 
progressive in China……. / Confidence was said to be on the increase among the old 
population, and they were gradually returning to their homes, and I fully believe this to be 
the case, as we saw many carrying furniture and clothes, etc., into the city.  We observed, 
also, that the houses of the better classes of Chinese were sealed up by the insurgent chiefs, 
I fancy to prevent their being plundered; not so those of the Mantchoos, which they 
evidently consider fair game–the disgorgement of unjust gain and plunder from them for 
other Chinese.  Their clear principle is, China for Chinese.5)
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It is horrible to think that they cut off 20,000 Mantchoos, even to the infant at breast, but 
they seem hostile only to them; but it is still more horrible to think that the Mantchoos, in 
two of the many provinces, cut off as many in the name of justice within the year (we know 
of 2,000 in six weeks); and this in the name of justice!  The former is the exception, the 
latter is the rule.  It may prove the least sanguinary practice in the end.  Like Cromwell’s 
severity at Drogheda, it has struck terror into their opponents; the Mantchoos are 
chapfallen and almost afraid to approach them; they say that six of them would beat any 
twenty imperialists; They talk of their strength, when we know a multitude of them are but 
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boys, and or their red eyes, etc. / If they succeed, –and I fancy they will, and soon–they 
will deliver three hundred millions from the grossest of immoralities, the most grovelling of 
idolatries, and the most grinding of tyrannies.  China will be opened to light, life and 
civilization, all which will be thrown with all their influences and importance into the 
Anglo-Saxon scale.7)
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From the foregoing curious documents, we are justified in inferring that there is evidently a 
tingle of fanaticism and of imposture in the religious cry raised by the insurgents, for, while 
they profess to venerate the religion of Jesus Christ, they do not scruple to style their own 
leader the younger brother of our load, who, they say, came down from heaven for the 
instruction of mankind in the Ting-yew year (1837), so that, although the foundation of 
their faith may be Christian, there is nothing to show that the superstructure is not as 
extravagant a superstition as Mormonism itself; and, as in the course of this narrative we 
have too frequently seen, they proselytize by massacre as much as by faith.  Their belief in 
a special mission to destroy the Mantchoos–man, woman, and child, so that there may not 
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be left a sprout for the race to reproduce itself–must certainly prove a bar to our perfect 
sympathy with them; and we are not surprised at the assiduity with which the English are 
recommending to their notice the New Testament in preference to the Old.10)
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??????????????????????????? (Polygamy)????????
???????????
I can not condemn them on account of these things so immediately and strongly as many 
do.  Their obtaining among them, illustrates and confirms the view that they have not got 
the New Testament Scriptures, nor learned much from European or American missionaries. 
It is, believing this, that I cannot think very unfavourably or unhopefully of them, because 
of their offerings and their many wives.  Should it turn out that they do those things, having 
the whole revealed will of God before them, and having had it enforced upon them in 
those very points by instructors, my opinion of them in those will be greatly modified.  But 
at present, while from other grounds I infer their ignorance of our Christian records, there 
does not appear to me anything very culpable in the practices we are considering.14)
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What has marked the whole course of this desolating scourge but plunder and exaction, 
bloodshed and murder–in many cases the most wanton and brutal murder of the peaceful 
and unresisting people, as well as of the officers and Tartars.  The ears of the Canton 
people yet tingle at the mention of the wholesale and indiscriminate massacre of men, 
women, and children, at Tsiuen-chau city, in the north east corner of Kwang-si province. 
The number massacred at the capture of the three cities of Wu-chang, Han-yang, and Han-
kau, will never be accurately known.  Some letters state, that they themselves spoke, with 
the greatest coldness of feeling, of having massacred twenty-five thousand persons at the 
capture of Nankin.22)
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As to the deduction of “conservative,” that these people cannot be Chriatians of any kind, 
because they wage war and shed blood, it is to be observed that Christianity never yet, 
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immediately and on its first introduction, changed the whole character of a people.  The 
English, the French, the Germans, the Spanish, the Italians, all engaged in wars after their 
conversion, and continued to carry on wars with ferocity and cruelty mane ages after 
Christianity had been preached to them, and their countries covered with Christian 
churches.  One of the very first results of the Reformation was a long and bloody war, in 
which it can scarcely be said that the Protestants were much more gentle or merciful than 
the Romanist.  The true Christian spirits was developed in Europe by very slow degrees; 
and how far we are, even at this days, from possessing it in fullness and purity, the last 
Annual Register, or the last newspapers, the records of a single week, or a glance at the 
actual condition of Europe (where the flames of war may be rekindled tomorrow), will give 
us sufficient proof and conviction.
We confess that we cling to the belief or hope that, however imperfectly, some seeds of the 
pure faith have been sown in China, and that great and happy results may be anticipated 
therefrom.  At least this is clear, –the Chinese have had awakening.  Better almost 
anything than the dead sleep in which they have been lying for so many ages.  Their 
condition, their vices, their government, their irreligion, were all so bad, that almost any 
change must be for the better.  The empire was as a gangrened, putrefying corpse.  There is 
at least life in this insurrectional movement.25)
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?? (Life of Tai-ping-wang, Chief of the Chinese Insurrection.)????28)?????????
1857??????????????????????????????????47???
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They (the insurgent kings) have placed all the resources in a common treasury, and 
reorganized society on a new plan, that is, in groups of a certain number of persons of both 
sexes, who are prohibited from cohabiting together, under the most severe penalties.  This 
rule is to be observed until the whole China shall have been conquered.  All honorary titles 
are abolished, except those of officers in the army.  The men are to adopt the appellation of 
brothers, and the women that of sisters.  Each family has two chiefs; a man for government of 
the male members, and a woman for the females; and over all these individual dignitaries a 
hierarchy is established, comprising general presidents of both sexes.  All these 
confraternities live in common, at the expense of the public treasury; and all of them are 
bound to perform military service, the men under the command of a male leader, and the 
women under that of the female; for there are captains of both sexes.  After the conquest of 
the empire, the families, whose military services may no longer be deemed necessary, are 
to return to their cities, where there is to be no distinction of rich and poor, but perfect 
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equality.  However, according to the laws of their communism, the king, the princes, and 
generals are to have the exclusive right of possession and acquisition, and the subalterns 
are to remain in the service of their chiefs, and to receive, in reward for these services, such 
food and clothing as the generosity of their masters may induce them to bestow.30)
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